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Sample Collection
1. Insert the swab into the 

nostril, parallel to the 
palate.

2. If resistance is felt in the 2. If resistance is felt in the 
passage of the swab, 
reinsertion is advised at a 
different angle, closer to 
the floor of the nasal 
canal. 

3. The swab should reach a 
depth equal to the 
distance from the nostrils distance from the nostrils 
to the outer opening of 
the ear.

4. The swab is left in place 
for several seconds to 
absorb secretions and 
then slowly removed 
while rotating it

Obtaining the Nasopharyngeal Swab 
Specimen.



1. Patient’s head is tilted 
back at 70 degrees.

2. Swab is inserted and 
gently rotated, less than 
one inch (about 2 cm) 
into nostril parallel to the into nostril parallel to the 
palate (not upwards) until 
resistance is met at 
turbinates.

3. The swab is rotated 
several times against 
nasal wall and this is 
repeated  in other nostril 
using the same swab.

Obtaining the Nasal Swab Specimen.



SAMPLE PREPARATION



PERFORMING A TEST 



RESULT INTERPRETATION





All testing results using the standard q covid-19 
ag detection assay must essentially be entered ag detection assay must essentially be entered 
on the icmr covid-19 portal and also 
communicated to the state authorities and 
officials of the integrated disease surveillance 
programme (idsp) on a real-time basisprogramme (idsp) on a real-time basis












